DATA STANDARDS AND QUALITY CONTROL
MEMORANDUM
DSQC #2005-05

CATEGORY: CLARIFICATION
SUBJECT: Use of SEER*Rx and Drugs Changing Categories
EFFECTIVE: Cases Diagnosed January 1, 2005 Forward

For cases diagnosed 1/1/2005 forward, registrars must use SEER*RX, for coding
systemic treatment (i.e. chemotherapy, hormone therapy, and immunotherapy).
SEER*RX is the downloadable, interactive antineoplastic drug database that replaces
SEER Self-Instructional Manual Book 8, Antineoplastic Drugs. SEER*RXx can be
downloaded from http://www.seer.cancer.gov/seerrx.

Since Book 8, the categories for a few drugs have changed from immunotherapy to
cytostatic chemotherapy. Registrars will need to make appropriate corrections in their
databases for any cases diagnosed 1/1/2005 forward in which a drug changed categories.
To assist registrars in identifying these drugs, attached is a SEER SINQ entry, listing the
drugs that changed categories from immunotherapy to cytostatic chemotherapy. There
were no drugs that changed categories from chemotherapy to immunotherapy.

For cases diagnosed prior to 1/1/2005, registrars may use SEER*RXx if they wish.
Registrars do not need to change or correct the drugs that switched categories for cases
diagnosed prior to 1/1/2005.

In accordance with the Visual Editing Guidelines, discrepancies resulting from this new
information will not be counted for one month (30 days) after statewide distribution. The
Date Completed on the abstract will be the date the visual editor will use to calculate the
30-day time frame. Discrepancies will not be counted in which drugs shifted categories
for cases with a Date Completed prior to December 31, 2005, or for any cases diagnosed
prior to January 1, 2005.
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Brief

Question
Chemotherapy/Immunotherapy: Which drugs changed categories when SEER*Rx came

out?

Answer

Please refer to http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/seerrx/

SEER*RX is effective for cases diagnosed 1-1-2005 and forward. It replaces all
previous references. It is neither required nor recommended that cases treated prior to
2005 be recoded.

The following drugs in the 5/17/02 Book 8 update changed from immunotherapy to
cytostatic chemotherapy in SEER*RX:

alemtuzumab/Campath

bexarotene/Targretin

bevacizumab/Avastin

bortezomib/Velcade

pegaspargase/Oncaspar

rituximab/Rituxan

trastuzumab/Herceptin

asparaginase

The following drugs may have been coded as monoclonal antibodies but are
radioisotopes in SEER*RXx:

epratuzumab/LymphoCide

ibrituzumab

tiuxetan/Zevalin

tositumomab/Bexxar

Any other monoclonal antibodies either remained as monoclonal antibodies or it was a
local decision to code them as immunotherapy.

There were no drugs that changed from chemotherapy to immunotherapy.
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